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Rememberi ng hero of Jeryh Bay
Son visits memorial to crew who launched doomed attack on Nazi battleship

By Katie Bennett

Advancement Officer

lle Museum was recendy contacted

I by Christopher Davison of Sandwich,
I Kent, who was planning to visit the

memorial at Albuoyt Point in Hamilton
to the cruiser HMSJerois Bay,sunkby a

Nazi pocket batdeship in 1940. Davison's
father Thomas was one of the Jervis Bay
survivors.

Jervis Bay,built in 7922 as a

Commonwealth Line steamer, was

commandeered by the Royal Nar,y at the
beginning of the Second World War to
serve as an armed merchant cruiser.
Carrying seven 6-inch gr.rns dating from
the late 1800s, she was assigned to
Bermuda convoy escort duty in May
7940, and from June that year to the
Bermuda and Halifax escort service.

On November 5,7940,Jentis Bay was
the only armed escort for 37 merchant
ships of Convoy FIX84 out of Halifax
bound for Britain when she met the
German heavy cruiser I(NIS Adruiral
Scheer sorth of Reykjavik, Iceland.

Captain Edward S. Fogarty Fegen,

commanding Jerois Bay,ordered a

straight course towards the z4dmiral
Scheer: a heroic but suicidal decision
which allowed the convoy to escape as

best it could. Jerois Bals small and
outdated guns were no match for the
German warship, whose armaments
included six 11-inch guns, eight 5.9-inch
guns, anti-aircraft batteries and a pair of
deck-mounted torpedo launchers, not to
mention her size and hear,y steel armour-
cladding.

In action for only 15 minutes, the

Jerztis Bay sank two hours later, losing
190 men, including Captain Fegen.

Awed by the bravery of the Jerais Bay,
the neutral Swedish vessel Stureholm

broke convoy protocol and turned around
to look for survivors, rescuing 68 men,
three of whom later died of their injuries.
Thomas Davison recounted floating in
the icy water not knowing if the Sturebolrn
coming towards him was friend or foe,
flashing his torch and hoping for rescue.
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Thomas Davison during the Second Wold War and his "quite safe' telegram
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of Petn'Otfrcer. He died in 1986
aged 7-1, in his hon.re torvn of
Doler. Kent.

His sor.r Christopher spent 30
Iear-s at sea u'ith the l{erchant
\an' on cross-Channel ferries
tiom Dor-er to France :rnd sailed
as Chiei E,ngineer rvith P&0
Ferries. \\'hile in Bermuda in
\Iarch u'ith his r.vife Carol, he

r-isited the Bermuda Sea Cadets,
telling them his father's survival
storl; and some of his own tales

from years at sea.

Davison laid a wreath on
the Jer tis Bay memoriai in
memory of his father and the

Jervis Bay crew, -"vatched bv the
Sea Cadets, Hamiltor.r ]It.rr or

Charles Gosling, Hamilton Tt.u n

Crier Ed Chri-.top1.rer rrn,j Crn,-,,r

Norman Lvnas.
The Dar-isons r-isited the

National Xluseurr-r a feu, days

later, and generous\. donated
photographs of Thomas Davison
and books and poems about the
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Davison's torch was so important to hrs rescue that
he was featured in an ad for Eveready batteries

Davison was gir.en two rveeks'

sur'",ivors lear.e and then'"vas back to
war on the HNIIS Landon.When King
George W visited HMS London,
Davison rvas told to take one step

forward, so t1're King could thank him for
his heroism ontheJerr.,is Bal. Dar.ison
sunived the rvar, later rising to t1-re rank

Jer.ttis Bay. Curator Dr. Deborah Atr.vood
shor'ved Davison a nameplate from one

ol the Jertis,Ba..y lifeboats left in
Bermuda before its sinking. He :.rlso

lelt the N{user.rm a copv oi his t:rt:.re:.
rcieqr.rph to lti- rriI. up,.r. r:--..- r1 ..'

read sir.r-iplr':
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Jervis Bay duringitsfateful engagementwith the Admiral Scheer, poftrayed by marine artistStephen J' Card

THIRTY EIGHT SHIPS

Thir-ty Eight ships with food for you

Thifty Eight ships that must get through

Atlantic calm and dusk of daY...

and a shell screamed over the )ervis Bay

Thirty Eight ships, full steam ahead

Off with their needed cargoes sped;

But over there where the warships lay,

Guns ablaze went the Jervis BaY

This was the end, her Captain knew;

Fegen knew it and all his crew

Buying minutes with lives to pay...

Lord, they were men in lhe Jervis BaY

Pounded, shattered and smashed and lame

Fighting on with decks aflame,

She sank with sun shining at the death

of the day

And a gun still spoke from the Jentis Bay

Thirty Eight ships with food for you

Thirty vessels came safely through;

But the finest ship that has docked today

ln the Empire's heart is the Jervts Bay

I

-Dick 
DewsknaP

HMS Shropshfie, 7940

At the Jeruis Bay memorial (from teft): Hamitton Town Crier Ed Christopher, Carol and

Christopher Davison, tVlayor Charles Gosting, Lieutenant Commander l\'4ichael Frith, RNR

(SCC), and Canon Norman LYnas
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